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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method, executed by a node on a n/twork, of transmitting identifying infor- 



value; 



mation about the node, the method comprising:, 

(a) determining a current ja odo/idontiiioi , , v> 

^ I /J id a^&t£^& 

(b) retrieving, from a data storage at the node, a forme yiode identifier 

value for the node; and 



(c) transmitting the current node identifier value and the former 



identifie r value. 



4? 2 
^ 4 



6L l 

<2 2 



5 

C, 6 



2. The method of claim 1, wherein. ^) the valut , of th e no d e identifier for any par 
ticular node in the network is dopondenfon one or more node identification attributoo o f 
t h at n u de, and (2) determining thfe current node identifier value includes an attempt to 
detect the then-current ^alueo of;oaia one or more nori r^ irl r ntifirntinn ntln n i i ten . 



idea 



^sain innp nr more node* 



( 3. The method of clgrim 2, wherein the attempt to detec^. 



3 and further comprising (i)yretrieving, from a data storage at the node, a stored value con- 



ia storage ax ine noae, a sioreu vaiuc ^uii- j 
taining the result of a past live detection of th ^aid - one or m e re n o dfi id r ntifir ntio n-nt - 
trib ut e s^ referred to as A previously-detected ^iode ide a tifi@ r value; and (n) transmitting 



the previously-detecte^L nocf^identifie r value. 



1 4. The method of clajffi 1, wherein (i) the node includes a network interface card, 

2 and (ii) the node identification information includes a network interface card value, re- 

3 ferred to as a NIC address value. 
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^ 5. The method of claim^ whecein the NIC address value comprises a signature 
portion and a pseudorandomly generat/d portion. 



6. The method of claim 1/ wherein the forme^ nodo idcntifior value is redundantly 
stored in multiple partitions witttin the data storage at the node. 



7. The method of cjkim 6, wherein (x) each copy of the former, nod e identifier 
value is associated with a ymestamp, and (y) retrieving the former^aode identifier value 
comprises retrieving the respective copy associated with the most recent timestamp. 



8. A method, executed by a server node on a network, for recording, in a data- 
base, information about a client node, comprising: 

(a) receiving information from the client node, said information including 
K j aoden i dentmcatioi Y information for the client node that includes (i) a current aode* 



iaSSSBervalue, afid (ii) a former node-identifier value; and 



5) storing, in a record in the database associated with the node- 
identification information, the current node-identifier value and the former node-identifier 
value. 



9. The method of claim 8^/^herein each of the current node-identifier value 
and the former node-identifier vaWis a NIC address value. 



10. The method of claim / ^ywherein the NIC address value comprises a signa- 
ture portion and a pseudorandomly generated portion. 
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11. A program storage device readable by a processor in the node of a speci- 
fied one of claims 1 through^ and encoding a program of instructions including instruc- 
tions for performing the operations recited/n the specified claim. 



12. A program storage device readable by a processor in the server node of a 
specified one of claims 8^t hrougk 1(Y and encoding a program of instructions including 
instructions for performing the operations recited in said specified claim. 



13. In a node on a network, a data store comprising a machine-readable data 
structure accessible to a processor in the node and containing node-identification infor- 
mation for the client node thay includes (i) a curren ^node - identmer value, and (ii) a for- 
mer ^nodo identifier value. 



14. The data store of claim/^3 ? wherein each of the current node-identifier 
value and the former node-identifiep^value is a NIC address value. 



4 j 

15. The data store of claim wherein the NIC address value that constitutes 
the current node-identifier value include/a signature portion and a pseudorandomly gen- 
erated portion. 
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16. In a node on a network, a data st^re comprising: 

(a) a plurality of machine-reaj&ble data structures accessible to a processor 

3 in the node; 

4 (b) each said data structure containing node-identification information for 

5 the client node that includes (i) a jzairrent node-identifier value, and (ii) a former node- 

6 identifier value. 

7 (c) each said dafa structure being associated with a timestamp. 



1 17. 

2 NIC address value. 



The data store of claim V6,^wherein the current node-identifier value is a 




18. The data store of claim 17/wherein the NIC address value comprises a 
signature portion and a pseudorandomly^generated portion. 

19. In a server node oil a network, that includes a client node, a machine- 
readable data structure accessiblAo a processor in the server node, comprising a current 
NIC address value for the client node and a former NIC address value for the client node. 
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yS. The machine-readable dara structure of claim 1^ wherein the current NIC 



^0. The machine-readable data s 
address value comprises a signature portion and a pseudorandomly generated portion 
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